
CLARK COUNTY LAW ENFORCEMENT IMMEDIATE DETENTION FORM 

I.C. § 12-26-4-1

CONFIDENTIAL DOCUMENT 

Subject Name Age DOB 

Subject Address 

Relative/Contact Person(s) Contact Information 

Location of Incident Subject Transported to 

 Complaint made by: Self Family member Concerned citizen Friend Police observation Other 

Officer believes individual: 

suffers from a mental illness Y N,  is dangerous to self or others Y N 

suffers from mental retardation Y N  is in need of immediate hospitalization Y N 

suffers from substance abuse/addiction Y N 

Describe in detail acts or threatened acts leading officer to believe subject is dangerous to self or others 

Behaviors evident at time of incident (check all that apply) Medicine Compliance 

 Disorientation/confusion 

Delusions 

Unusually scared/frightened 

Belligerent 

Is subject currently: 

Prescribed medication?  Y N Unknown 

Hallucinations Uncooperative Taking as prescribed?  Y N Unknown 
Disorganized speech Depressed List medications if known: 

Manic Other 

Nature of Incident  (check all that apply) Threats/Violence/Weapons Injuries 

Disorderly behavior 

Drug-related offense 

Neglect of self care 

Nuisance (loitering, panhandling, trespassing, etc.) 

Public Intoxication 

Suicide threat or attempt 

Subject complaint 

Theft or other property crime 

Threats of violence to others  

Welfare check 

Criminal charges (list)          Other  

Contact with Law Enforcement 

Is there a warrant for this individual? Y N 
Prior police contact?  Y N 

Repeat call (within 24 hrs) Y  N 

I plan to file charges on this individual Y N 

Contact  before releasing 
Department and phone #

Did the subject brandish a weapon 

during police interview?  Y N 

If yes, type of weapon 

Did the subject threaten violence 

towards another person?      Y N 

If yes, to whom?  (partner, friend, 

stranger, etc.) 

If subject made a particularized and 
specific threat against another person 

provide that person’s name and contact 

information: 

________________________________

________________________________ 

Officer injured? 

 Y N 

If yes, nature of injury 

Subject injured? 

 Y N 

If yes, when did injury 

occur? 

before officer arrived 

during police 

intervention 

Was use of force necessary 

to detain subject? 

Y   N 
If yes, describe 

Date:  Time of call: Time of arrival at hospital:  Time departed hospital: 

Case #:  CAD#: Agency Name: 

Officer’s name: Officer’s signature: 

Supervisor’s name (if required): Supervisor’s signature (if required): 
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TO:  All Police Officers  DATE:   October 25, 2011 

 

SUBJECT:  Mentally Ill Persons, Immediate Detention 
 

 
 

   GENERAL ORDER- 11.1025-A                       

 

I. Purpose: The purpose of this General Order is to establish procedures for 

officers to use when encountering persons who need immediate detention when an officer 

has reasonable grounds to believe an individual(s) have a mental illness, are dangerous, 

and are in immediate need of hospitalization and treatment. 

 

II. Definition(s):  

 

IC 12-7-2-130 Mental Illness 

 

Sec. 130. “Mental Illness” means the following: (1) For the purposes of IC 12-23-5, 

IC 12-24, and IC 12-26, a psychiatric disorder that: (A) substantially disturbs an 

individual’s thinking, feeling, or behavior; 

 

and (B) impairs the individual’s ability to function.  The term includes mental 

retardation, alcoholism, and addiction to narcotics or dangerous drugs. 

 

(2) For purposes of IC 12-28-4 and IC 12-28-5, a psychiatric disorder that:  (A) 

substantially disturbs an individual’s thinking, feeling, or behavior; and (B) impairs the 

individual’s ability to function.  The term does not include developmental disability. 

 

IC 12-7-2-53 Dangerous  

 

Sec. 53. “Dangerous”, for purposes of IC 12-26, means a condition in which an 

individual, as a result of mental illness, presents a substantial risk that the individual will 

harm the individual or others. 

 

IC 12-7-2-96 Gravely Disabled 

 

Sec. 96. “Gravely Disabled”, for the purposes of IC 12-26, means a condition in which an 

individual, as a result of mental illness, is in danger of coming to harm because the 

individual:  (1) is unable to provide for that individual’s food, clothing, shelter, or other 

essential human needs; or (2) has a substantial impairment or an obvious deterioration of 

that individual’s judgment, reasoning, or behavior that results in the individual’s inability 

to function independently.    
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“Secured Room” is a secluded holding room in the Clark Memorial Hospital emergency 

room area where a person being detained on an immediate detention is delivered and 

custody of said person is turned over to Hospital Security. 

 

III. Legal Reference(s): 

 

IC 12-26-1-1 

 Statutes under which mentally ill and either dangerous or gravely disabled 

individuals may be involuntarily detained or committed: 

 

Sec. 1.  An individual who is mentally ill and either dangerous or gravely disabled may be 

involuntarily detained or committed under any of the following statutes: 

(1) IC 12-26-4 (immediate detention) 

(2) IC 12-26-5 (emergency detention) 

(3) IC 12-26-6 (temporary commitment) 

(4) IC 12-26-7 (regular commitment) 

 

IC 12-26-4-1 

Law Enforcement Officers; authority to apprehend and transport mentally ill 

individuals; charging offenses. 

 

Sec. 1.  A law enforcement officer, having reasonable grounds to believe that an 

individual is mentally ill, dangerous, and in immediate need of hospitalization and 

treatment, may do the following:  (1) Apprehend and transport the individual to the Clark 

Memorial Hospital ER, and or have an ambulance transport the individual to the Clark 

Memorial Hospital ER while the officer assists by means of either following the 

ambulance or riding inside the ambulance during transport. 

 

(2) Charge the individual with a criminal offence if / when applicable. 

 

IC 12-26-4-2 

Law Enforcement Officers; written statement of reasonable grounds 

 

Sec. 2.  A law enforcement officer who transports an individual to a facility under section 

1 of this chapter shall submit to the facility a Clark County Law Enforcement Immediate 

Detention Form Confidential Document, (additional copies can be located in the CIT 

Forms folder in the Squad room).          

 

IV. Policy: 

 

It is the policy of the Charlestown City Police Department to attempt an immediate 

detention for those person(s) encountered by CPD officers who are mentally ill, 

dangerous to themselves or others, and in immediate need of hospitalization and 

treatment. 
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V. Procedure(s):  

 

To take a person into custody for the purpose of an immediate detention the officer must: 

 

1.) Determine if the person meets the criteria of mental illness, and if the person 

is mentally ill then the officer must determine if the person is dangerous or 

gravely disabled.   

2.) If the person meets the preceding criteria the officer may use reasonable force, 

if necessary, to take the person into custody for purposes of an immediate 

detention. 

 

If an officer takes a person into custody for the purpose of an immediate detention, the 

officer or communications officer shall contact Clark Memorial Hospital ER PRIOR to 

the individual being transported and notify ER personnel that our agency is transporting a 

“CIT patient” to their facility.  The officer will then transport the mentally ill person to 

the Clark Memorial Hospital Emergency Department, unless emergency medical 

treatment and continuous medical care is warranted that would require transport by 

ambulance.   

 

If it is deemed necessary for the person to be transported by ambulance, the officer shall 

notify EMS staff that the person is a CIT patient and they (EMS personnel), need to 

contact Clark Memorial Hospital ER prior to the individual being transported.  The 

officer shall then either follow the ambulance to the hospital (in the officer’s department 

issued vehicle), or (at the request of the medic), will ride in the ambulance with the 

detained patient.  

 

Upon arrival at the Clark Memorial Hospital ER, the officer will bypass the ER Triage 

and escort the detainee directly to a secured room of the ER.  There, custody of the person 

being detained is to be turned over to hospital security.  Before leaving the ER, the officer 

will complete and fill out a Clark County Law Enforcement Immediate Detention 

Confidential Document or C.I.T. Form.  The officer must then provide either an 

original or copy of this completed form to the hospital staff.  In addition, the officer will 

submit either an original or copy of this form along with a completed dispatch ticket to be 

filed at the department.  If the detained person has criminal charges along with his or her 

immediate detention, the officer will submit an original or copy to both the prosecutor’s 

office completed paperwork; and an original or copy to the departments secretary to be 

filed. 

 

1.) The officer will describe on the form specific behaviors he / she observed the 

person exhibiting which formed the basis of the officer’s conclusion that 

reasonable grounds existed, as described above.  Any additional information 

should be included on the form that might be useful to the hospital staff 

member(s) in conducting a mental health evaluation of the person being detained.     
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2.) The officer will brief the ER Coordinator or other staff member(s) who arrive at 

the “secured room” on the circumstances leading up to the officer taking custody 

of the detained person and the basis for the officer’s conclusion that reasonable 

grounds exist for the immediate detention. 

   

If the evaluation of the detained person cannot be completed within 30 minutes, the 

officer will leave the detained person in the custody of hospital security and the officer 

may leave at that point.  In this situation, the officer may be asked to provide a contact 

name / number in case there are any follow up questions that need to be asked.   

 

When criminal charges are pending, the officer shall notify hospital security and ER staff 

of the pending charges and request notification prior to the person’s release.  In the event 

that the detained person is NOT admitted for a mental detention and is intoxicated and / 

or causes a disturbance that interrupts the operation of the ER, CPD officers may be 

called back to the hospital to take any necessary law enforcement action, including 

arresting and jailing the person based on the individual circumstances. 

 

The officer shall complete a dispatch ticket prior to the end of the officer’s shift complete 

with an attached C.I.T. form. 

 

 

 
  
.   
 

            Authority: 

Chief Steve Dean 
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